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GOAL: in groups of 3, present your ideas and plans for your group lab project to your 
peers, and moderate a brief feedback session afterwards 
 
Your 4-minute powerpoint presentation should: 
 
    * briefly pitch the central issue that you’ve chosen to study 
    * tell us which study organism you’ll use, and why  
    * describe when and where you’ll collect data 
    * explain exactly what data you’ll collect, and how (i.e., number and length of 
observation periods, data collected, materials used, experimental set-up…) 
    * clearly lay out the 3 different questions that each group member will work on/analyze 
    * predict results for each of the 3 questions 
    * explain any contingency plans 
 
As with project 1, audience members will provide feedback on feasibility and make 
suggestions for improvement. Be prepared to ask and answer questions, and to provide 
feedback to the other groups. 
 
EXAMPLE: 
Say you are interested in the trade-off between safety and need to forage in squirrels. You 
could give a short introduction outlining this trade-off in different contexts (e.g., it might 
be safer close to trees, and close to other squirrels, but to find enough food squirrels may 
have to expose themselves to potential predators or venture further from the competition). 
Next, explain the methods you plan to use as a group. For example, you might set out 
feeding stations with various amounts of food at various distances from trees in a park with 
plenty of humans, and carry out x observation sessions at x time of day, counting the 
number of squirrels at each station at x minute intervals and the number of humans within 
x metres. At this point, you should explain how each of you will tackle a separate aspect 
of these data (e.g., Are squirrels willing to travel further from trees when there is more food 
available? Are squirrels less likely to travel to distant food sources when humans are 
around? Does the presence of humans matter for close food sources? Are squirrels more 
likely to leave a food source when a human approaches if there are no other squirrels 
around?). Explain what results you expect to find for each group member’s question. 
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CRITERIA: 
 
LIMIT of 4 minute seminar 

• This will leave time for 3 minutes of discussion between seminars 
• We will be brutal about sticking to this schedule, and deduct 0.5 marks (out of 2.5) 

for >30 s overtime 
• After >1 minute overtime we will cut you off 

 
MAX. 6 powerpoint slides 

• Either bring your presentation on a USB key OR your own laptop and a USB key 
• You should discuss technical arrangements with your TA beforehand 

 
MARKING SCHEME: 
2.5% of final grade 
All members of the group should contribute equally to presenting the seminar. 
  
Content (1.5) 

• Relevant concepts are defined and explained 
• Questions and hypotheses are clear 
• Suitable choice of study species 
• Methods are well defined, feasible and ethically appropriate 
• Methods will address the proposed questions 
• Content is explained in a logical, easy-to-follow order 
• Originality 
 

Style (1) 
• Visual clarity, aesthetic quality of slides 
• Use of images and diagrams to illustrate key points 
• Speaking performance 
• Balance of speaking roles between group members 
• Timing (0.5 marks deducted for >30 s overtime) 
	  


