
0

200

400

600

av
er

ag
e 

bo
dy

 m
as

s 
(k

g)
# 

co
un

tri
es

 w
he

re
 fo

un
d

0

5

10

15

0

2

4

av
er

ag
e 

re
pr

od
uc

tiv
e 

ra
te

(#
 o

ffs
pr

in
g 

pe
r f

em
al

e/
ye

ar
)

least concern

vulnerable/threatened

endangered/extinct

A)

C)

B)

BIOL111 Mammal extinction project
Results

These figures show the results of the data we 
collected as a class to address the following 
questions:

What causes mammal species to decline?
Which species are most at risk, and why?

The figures show the average values for different 
variables that we collected on the y-axis in 
relation to conservation status on the x-axis. The 
legend is the same for all three figures: darker 
red = increasing risk of extinction.

LEGEND

Your mission in Project 1 is to summarize and interpret these results. What do you conclude from 
this? Would you have predicted these results? Is anything here surprising? And do these trends 
have important applications? Feel free to use examples when justifying your claims, as well as any 
other background research from the primary or other literature, as you see fit. You may want to refer 
to things that you learned while researching your chosen mammal, or to ideas from reading about 
other students’ research on mammals in discussion #2. Further instructions on the write-up for 
project 1 and how to format it can be found on the course Moodle website.

by Kevin Barrett on Flickr


